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‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. ‘opening extract from Statutory framework for the EYFS 2017

Introduction

Our School’s curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning, and personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the EYFS Framework, but also the various extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the children’s experience. It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’ – what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. We want children to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and cooperate with others while at the same time developing their knowledge and skills, in order to achieve their true potential.
We believe the curriculum should provide for each child, to experience for themselves the excitement and stimulation of discovery in education so that they can be motivated into even higher areas of learning. We place a heavy emphasis on educational visits to museums, galleries, places of interest and outdoor learning. We seek the highest standards of attainment for all our children and value the breadth of the curriculum that we provide. We aim to foster creativity in our children, and to help them become independent learners. Above all, we believe in making learning fun. 

EYFS Curriculum

In the Early Years, we adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherent and full coverage of all aspects of the EYFS Framework and Early Learning Goals, and planned progression in all of the seven areas of learning and development (three prime and four specific). Within the curriculum planning there is created space for flexibility to plan topics around children’s current interests and input from parents.

In our Class 1,2 and 3  (half day 2-3 year-olds) there is a greater weighting on the three prime areas, which are considered the foundation for all learning.

Our plans are developed to ensure that the provision offered enables children to demonstrate the quality of the Characteristics of Effective Learning: 

Playing and exploring (pupils investigate and experience things)

Active learning (pupils concentrate and enjoy achievements, they are encouraged to keep on trying if they encounter difficulties)

Creating and thinking critically (pupils are encouraged to develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and come up with strategies for doing things)

Each area of learning is implemented through a combination of structured, more formal sessions and planned, purposeful play; creating an appropriate balance between child-initiated and adult-led learning and development opportunities. Learning takes place both indoors and outdoors, and covers all the required areas of learning and development.

Throughout the curriculum offered in Early Years there are planned opportunities for parents to participate and support their child’s learning at school, as well as at home.

All our children are provided with quality reading, writing and numeracy experiences and are supported towards becoming independent readers, early writers and emerging mathematicians (pupils confident in understanding and handling number, shape and measure).

The curriculum and inclusion

The curriculum in our School is designed to be accessed by all children who attend the School. If we think it necessary to modify some children’s access to the curriculum, in order to meet their needs, then we do this only after their parents have been consulted.

If children have been assessed and diagnosed as having special needs, our school does all it can to meet the individual needs, and we comply with the requirements set out in the SEND Code of Practice. If a child displays signs of having learning difficulties, then his/her teacher makes an initial assessment of difficulties. In most instances the teacher is able to provide the resources and educational opportunities that meet the child’s needs, within normal class organisation and planned differentiation. If a child’s need’s more, we discuss with the parents the involvement of the appropriate external agencies in making an assessment and the provision of additional resources and support for the child within the budgetary restraints of the school (see the Special Educational Needs & Disability Policy).

In some cases, our School LSC may observe and make recommendations for extra support in class.
An Educational Health Care Plan, which employs a small-steps approach, features significantly in the SEN support that we offer at our School. By breaking down the existing levels of attainment into finely graded steps and targets, we ensure that children experience success. This sets out the nature of the special need, and outlines how the school will aim to address it. The EHCP also sets out targets for improvement, so that we can review and monitor the progress of each child at regular intervals in conjunction with the child’s parents. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage 
The curriculum that we teach in our Early Years meets the requirements set out in the EYFS Framework, the guidance produced by the DfE (Department for Education) and ISI (Independent Schools Inspectorate). Our curriculum planning focuses on the Early Learning Goals, as set out in EYFS documents, and on developing children’s skills and experiences through their learning journey.

Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by engaging in well-planned and structured activities. Teaching in the Early Years builds on prior learning and experiences. We do all we can to build positive partnerships with the local nurseries, children’s centres and future school providers, in the area, particularly through contacts during transfer of records and pre-admission visits.

It is a statutory requirement that all children’s progress is reported on when they are aged between two and three. Parents of children in our Class 1,2 and 3 (2-3 year-olds) receive a short written summary of their child’s development progress within the prime areas. This progress check identifies the child’s strengths, and any areas where the child’s progress needs specific support. If there are any significant emerging concerns, or any identified special educational need or disability, a targeted plan will be developed in liaison with parents/carers, to support future learning and progress.
Each term in Classes 1-7 the teacher will assess the skills development of each child, and record this in the Early Years Development Matters Document. This assessment forms an important part of the future curriculum planning for each child. Colour coding is used to indicate progress and achievement, and supports planning for next steps.

We understand all children need the support of both the parents and the teachers to make good progress in school. We have established positive links with the parents of each child, by keeping them informed about how the children are being taught, and how well each child is progressing. Parents have free access to information about their child and utilise the school’s open door policy fully.
Areas of Learning

Prime Areas of Learning: 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Physical Development
Communication and Language

Specific Areas of Learning:
Literacy 

Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

In our curriculum planning we ensure a firm, foundational, persistent grounding in the Prime Areas of Learning and balanced coverage of all of the Specific Areas of Learning.

Outdoor Learning Rationale

Broadhurst School believes that the outdoors should provide opportunities for children to engage in planned and freely chosen play experiences and should offer risk, challenge, variety and fun.  It is a vital element of young children’s development. It ensures that the children are actively involved in physical activities which benefit them to become healthier, happier and more physically competent when playing outdoors. Outdoor play provides opportunities for children to connect to different skills, ideas, knowledge and materials which promotes social learning, creativity and problem solving skills. Therefore, making the most of outdoor play is essential in providing rich and varied experiences for children. Our overall rationale of outdoor play is to ensure that the children are offered a wide range of activities while outdoors.  The growth and development of the brain, body and feelings are inseparable and in today’s world where children no longer have the freedom to wander, make a noise, and enjoy boisterous play as they once did, it is of greater importantance. 

As part of our philosophy we ensure we provide a carefully planned environment, providing opportunities for ’risky freedom’, this helps all children to find out about themselves and their capabilities.  It also helps develop self-confidence, relationships, independence and lays the foundations for a healthier life.

The opportunity to play outside, throughout the year, in all different kinds of weather is as important as playing inside.  Nearly everything that is provided inside can be provided outside and some of the best learning can only happen outside. 
Purpose

We seek to offer a safe and secure environment that will encourage the child to take the fullest advantage of a wide range of presented opportunities and experiences through an extensive and sensitively introduced curriculum. The outdoor environment must provide a good balance between child-initiated and adult-led experiences.

Our aim is to promote enthusiasm, enjoyment and confidence, while developing each child’s physical skills and abilities.

Teaching and Learning

Whenever possible, we ensure that children have access to outdoor play every day, all year round. A daily health and safety check of the area and equipment is carried out before taking the children out and any defects are removed or reported We work with parents to ensure that children have sun hats and have had sun cream applied during the summer period. 

The role of the adult is to:

· plan for a wide range of exciting and stimulating experiences, planning to meet all children’s interests

· encourage children to be independent learners

· set up and store equipment safely

· be an active role model, interacting and supporting children’s learning and planned play

· provide varied opportunities for supporting and encouraging children to explore and extend their experiences

· extend and develop children’s language and communication in their play

· consult and involve children in planning ensure appropriate ratios are maintained 
Planning for outdoor learning should recognise the area as an extension of the indoor learning area.  Well-planned play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young children learn with enjoyment and challenge. 

Through play in a secure environment with effective adult support, children can:

· explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world

· practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills

· learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules

· be alone, be alongside others or co-operate as they talk or rehearse their feelings

· take risks and make mistakes

· think creatively and imaginatively

· communicate with others as they investigate or solve problems

Equal Opportunities

We ensure that equality of opportunity outside is covered by the following: 

· ensuring that all children have the ability or support to play and explore in the outdoor area

· monitoring how children use the outdoor area

· respect for cultural issues, e.g. some children may need to remain fully clothed even when water activities are available

Monitoring and Review
The Headmistress and Deputy Head are responsible for the day-to-day organisation of the curriculum. The Headmistress monitors the weekly lesson plans for all teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements of the EYFS Framework and that all lessons have appropriate learning objectives.

	Headmistress:
	
	Date:
	

	Proprietor:
	
	Date:
	


Appendix 1 Curriculum Plans for each area of learning
CURRICULUM FOR PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Aims:


· to promote and develop self-esteem and self-responsibility alongside interest, understanding and value for the child’s own experiences and those of other people
· to provide the children with opportunities to observe, interact and learn about each others’ lives through a balanced programme of activities
Policy:
When the child starts school, staff will work in partnership with parents in order to find out about the child’s experiences, culture and home background. The child will be supported in developing self-esteem through shared experiences and by being given opportunities to learn about the lives of others around them. We may arrange for the local Schools Police Officer to come and talk to the children about road safety and saying ‘No to Strangers’ or arrange for the Fire Officer to come and talk about fire safety.  

The children will be provided with experiences which:

· promote the development of independence, confidence and self-respect

· promote the development of responsibility for their own learning, enable them to concentrate and persevere in their learning and seek help when necessary

· support them in making decisions

· enable them to resolve conflict through negotiation

· help them to form effective social relationships with other children and adults

· enable them to treat living things and their environment with care and concern

· help them to take turns and share

· help them to express their feelings

· provide opportunity to express their opinions and to consider and respect those of others

· help them develop an understanding of right and wrong

· promote the development of equal opportunities and respect for people of other cultures and beliefs

· enable them to succeed

In providing such experiences the adults in the school will:

· be aware of the role models which they themselves provide for the children

· value the home lifestyle, culture and circumstances pertaining to the  individual child

· encourage parents and other community members to share in the life of the school

Process:
A programme of experiences based upon general and topic based activities will be implemented.

The programme will provide the children with opportunity to work as an individual and as part of a group.

It will be based upon structured play and will provide opportunity for both free-play and adult-led experience.

The programme will include all of the following types of activity:

· role play and dressing up

· one - to - one  and group discussions 

· story telling

· puppets

· puzzles and posters

Planning, Recording and Assessment:  
Every class has long term, medium term and weekly planning. Topics are changed every 4-6 weeks, depending on the age and interests of the children. The topic planning and activity planning sheets are laid out to identify each of the areas of learning in The Early Years Foundation Stage.  Members of staff observe the children and records of such observations are made.

Assessment is carried out through informal observation, interaction with the child, the use of information on record sheets and discussion during staff meetings. Information gathered during the assessment then feeds into the future planning of activities for the child as an individual and the class as a whole. Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school staff and outside agencies as appropriate.

CURRICULUM FOR COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Reading:  
· to foster an enjoyment of books within the children
· the activities will enable the children to develop skills in using books as a means of gathering information and as a means of gaining and sharing pleasure
Writing:  
· to provide opportunities for children to explore and develop skills in using writing as a means of communication
Operating Policy:  

The school will encourage the development of talking, listening, reading and writing. A programme of activities based upon structured free play and adult directed activities will be organised and there will be opportunity for the children to communicate with peers, staff, other adults and visitors to the school. The children may also experience the use of gesture and expression as a means of conveying information. For children whose first language is not English, the school will offer support with visual discrimination games and show respect for the home language and culture of the child.The programme of activities will help the children to develop an awareness of how language is constructed and the children will be encouraged to listen to, and form, sounds and letters and go on to reading. Equipment will be carefully selected to represent the school’s commitment to equal opportunities and will provide positive images for all the children.

Process:
The school will provide a wide range of opportunities and experiences so that language skills can be developed and promoted.  These opportunities and experiences will be gained through a programme of activities based upon general and topic work. There will be a balance of individual, group and adult directed activities, which will be based upon structured play.

The programme will include some or all of the following:

Talking:


· one-to-one and group discussions


· role play

· reciting poems as a group and individually

· singing as a group and individually

· encouraging children to make up and tell stories based on pictures


· story telling followed by discussion about the story

Listening:


· story telling to groups



· sound lotto games

· giving the children simple instructions to follow

· asking the children to listen for a particular character or event in a story

Reading:


· story reading


· sorting and matching toys and games

· sequencing activities

· labelling of coat hooks and lunch boxes with the child’s name

· labelling displays and other items in the classroom

· games matching sounds to letter symbols

· reading corner with free choice with books

Writing:


· sorting and matching games and toys

· sequencing activities

· free play with paper and writing equipment

· modelling with playdough and clay

· colouring

· tracing over lines, shapes and letters

· dot-to-dot drawings

· threading, cutting and fine motor activities

Planning, Recording and Assessment:

Topic planning takes place every 4-6 weeks.The topic planning and activity planning sheets used are laid out so that Communication and Language are considered whenever a topic or activity is planned, as is Literacy in its own right. 

Assessment is carried out through informal observation, interaction with the child, the use of information on record sheets and discussion during regular staff meetings. Reading and writing records are updated regularly. Information gathered during the assessment then feeds into the future planning of activities for the child as an individual and the class as a whole. Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school staff and outside agencies as appropriate. 

CURRICULUM FOR MATHEMATICS

Aims:
· to foster enthusiasm, confidence and the development of knowledge in exploring, using and applying a broad range of mathematical concepts

· to provide all children with broad and varied experiences in which mathematical language, skills and concepts can be created, supported and nurtured
Operating Policy:
The children will have an opportunity to observe peers and adults using and applying mathematical skills and concepts in everyday situations and in school based activities.  Maths forms part of the whole curriculum and potential for developing mathematical awareness is built into all the activities provided by the school.The children will have the opportunity to explore the properties of a wide range of materials in a range of contexts which will include much free play experience with and without adult input and experience of real life situations such as shopping, cooking, sharing in our social play areas and in reality.

Process:
Learning will be achieved via a balance of subject, cross-curricular and topic based activities.  The curriculum will be delivered through both adult led and structured free play activities.

The programme of work will include the opportunity for topic based and general activities which will encourage the children to explore, investigate and question.

Activities will involve the use of both natural and man-made material selected to support the children’s learning. The activities will be of a free play or teacher directed nature and will be based upon structured play. Where play is properly structured and there is sensitive intervention and language input from adults, the child can gain knowledge of mathematical concepts and language in an incidental manner - counting how many children have bananas for snack for example.The children need many experiences of sorting, matching and comparing a wide variety of objects and materials in order that they can begin to count systematically and understand the true meaning of number.  There are certain concepts which the child needs to understand and, in planning activities, we aim to provide the children with practical experience to enable the development of this understanding.

In planning these activities we are very much aware that each child is an individual and that not all children will grasp concepts and ideas at the same rate or level. It is extremely important that the child is allowed to explore and experiment before being given more structured activities.

The programme will include some or all of the following activities:

Time:

· discussion about how the children’s day is divided into ‘times’ - playtime, story time, snack time, lunch time, home time etc
· discussion about days of the week, yesterday, tomorrow, last week, next week etc

· discussion about the seasons can all help to develop a sense of awareness about time and the passage of time
Shape:
· free play with a wide variety of natural objects, shells, leaves etc. with language input from the teacher where appropriate

· free play with man-made objects e.g. bricks 



· describing and identifying shapes - first by sight and later by touch - words such as fat, thin, long, short, spiky, sharp, smooth etc. can be introduced

· simple movement themes - long shapes/snakes, short shapes/ a tiny seed, a big elephant, etc.

· play with jigsaws

· 2D patterns - printing, painting, paper cutting etc.

· collage

· drawing around shapes

· symmetry can be experienced on a simple level by folding paper and printing or painting on one side only and then folding

· threading around shapes

Matching:  
· teacher finds one object, child finds the match
· matching sequences - red bead, blue bead, red bead etc
· matching one cup to one saucer, etc
· buttoning coats - one button to one hole and buttoning frame

· making patterns and copying them both on paper and with blocks

· matching by size, shape, etc
· putting toys back in appropriate places
Ordering:
· playing with grading blocks, number pegs, grading jigsaws etc
· looking at and talking about pictures which contain varying amounts of objects
Money:
· playing with fake money in the shop
Learning to Count:  
· teacher finds one object, child finds the match
· matching sequences - red bead, blue bead, red bead etc
· matching one cup to one saucer, etc
· buttoning coats, one button to one hole

· matching by size, shape, etc
· reciting number rhymes

· reading counting books

Numerals:
· house numbers can be talked about and written down

· digits in the environment e.g. on a clock can be observed

· drawing the corresponding number symbol next to a group of objects

· concepts and concrete numbers in simple addition and subtraction

Sorting:
· free sorting according to the child’s own choice
· sorting by one attribute e.g. ‘let’s find all the red ones’

· sorting by two or more attributes from a simple collection of objects e.g. ‘find the blue cars’ from an assorted collection of vehicles
· sorting more than one type by one or more attributes from a mixed collection e.g. ‘find the big red beads and the shiny black buttons’
· art - making pictures by selecting one colour from a mixed bag of collage materials

· construction toys - sorting by colour, shape, size etc
· stories/rhymes - choosing all the stories with pigs in them, or all the songs with frogs etc
Planning, Recording and Assessment:
Topic planning takes place every 4-6 weeks.  The topic planning and activity planning sheets used are laid out to identify each of the areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. This ensures that Mathematics is considered whenever a topic or activity is planned.Assessment is carried out through informal observation, interaction with the child, the use of information on record sheets and discussion during regular staff meetings. Information gathered during the assessment then feeds into the future planning of activities for the child as an individual and the class as a whole. Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school staff and outside agencies as appropriate. Records are kept of the graded maths worksheets and the Maths Workbooks used in the Reception class.

CURRICULUM FOR UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Aims:
· to enable the children to make observations, comparisons, predictions and representations concerning the world around them
· the School will provide the children with a wide range of opportunities and activities which embrace the natural and man-made world
Operating Policy:
The curriculum will be implemented in order that the children have opportunity for practical investigation in structured free play, individual, group and adult directed situations.  The children will be encouraged to question, hypothesise, predict and observe and to form opinions based upon their experiences.

Process:
The programme of work will be a balance of topic based and general activities.  The children will be able to explore properties of materials in an open-ended manner.  Parental and community links will be developed to further support learning e.g. policeman, fireman, doctor, dentist, librarian etc.

The programme of work will include some or all of the following types of activity:

The environment:

· visits to places of interest e.g. museums, art galleries, fire station, farm

· individual and group discussions following visits

· recording of visits through drawing, painting and modelling

· discussions and stories that involve journeys - home to school, home to grandparents’ home, home to holiday destination

Past and present:
· oral history - discussions about the personal experiences of staff when they were children

· stories relating to events in the past

· discussions and role-play about special events such as festivals

· discussions about daily routines

· investigation of items from the past and comparison with present day equivalents 

· ‘Guess who is who’ based on pictures of the children as young babies

The natural world:
· individual and group discussions about the weather and changing seasons pictures and collages of natural scenes including animals, plants and trees    

· observations of animals and plants both inside and outside the school


· the man-made world

· stories relating to life in other parts of the world

· pictures and collages of scenes including buildings, vehicles and other man-made objects

· discussions about different types of homes


· discussions about different types of transport


Investigations:
· observations of items with and without aids such as magnifying glasses

Technology:

· the use of construction toys to make models and vehicles

· role play using technological items e.g. a telephone discussions between a doctor and a patient

· use of computer programmes

· use of interactive Touch Screen boards

· use of remote controlled toys

Planning, Recording and Assessment:
Topic planning takes place every 4-6 weeks. The topic planning and activity planning sheets used by the school are laid out to identify each of the areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. This ensures that Understanding of the World is considered whenever a topic or activity is planned.

Assessment is carried out through informal observation, interaction with the child, the use of information on record sheets and discussion during staff meetings. Information gathered during the assessment then feeds into the future planning of activities for the child as an individual and the class as a whole. Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school staff and outside agencies as appropriate.

CURRICULUM FOR PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Aims:
· to promote enthusiasm, enjoyment and confidence in developing and using physical skills

· the school will provide a balanced programme of activities to support the physical development and well being of the children
Operating Policy:
The programme of activities will include such areas as hygiene, healthy eating and exercise. 


Confidence, self-responsibility, enjoyment and enthusiasm will be developed through structured free play and adult directed activities with the emphasis on supporting individual progression.  Emphasis will be put on both fine and gross motor control.

They will be encouraged to respond physically to verbal, auditory and visual stimuli such as music, stories, pictures, etc.

The equipment will be organised in order to develop an awareness of issues of health and safety and the children will be encouraged to think about and discuss such aspects.

Skills of co-operation, turn taking and team building will be developed throughout the curriculum with adult support provided where appropriate.

Process:
Programmes of work will be based upon a balance of general and topic activities.  The children may participate in such activities as an individual or as part of a group and in free play or adult directed situations.

The programme will include some or all of the following types of activity:

Fine Motor Skills:
· sand play

· water play

· cornflour play

· modelling with playdough and clay

· painting, drawing and colouring

· peg games and jigsaws

· threading

· cutting with scissors

· dressing-up, buttoning clothes, doing up zips

· use of small construction toys (duplo, lego, stickle bricks etc.)

· ‘reading’ books - page turning

· writing with pencils and crayons

· collage and other pasting activities

· use of the computer keyboard

· use of the interactive Touch Screen board
· weekly Yogabugs sessions
Gross Motor Skills:

· outdoor play using slide, climbing frame, see saw etc.

· group games involving running, jumping and hopping

· moving to music

· pay with wheeled toys e.g. tricycles, prams

· balancing activities and games - balancing beam

· practising throwing and catching with balls and bean bags

· parachute games

· the  children in the Full Day classes will have weekly yoga sessions

· specific PE sessions for the Reception Class

Planning, Recording and Assessment:

Topic planning takes place every 4-6 weeks.  The topic planning and activity planning sheets used by the school are laid out to identify each of the areas of learning in The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  This ensures that Physical Development is considered whenever a topic or activity is planned and outdoor play is highlighted in the weekly planning to ensure the outdoor environment and space is used to its maximum potential.

Assessment is carried out through informal observation, interaction with the child, the use of information on record sheets and discussion during staff meetings. Information gathered during the assessment then feeds into the future planning of activities for the child as an individual and the class as a whole. Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school staff and outside agencies as appropriate.

CURRICULUM FOR EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

Aims:
· to enable the children to express their ideas and feelings and to promote the development of the imagination
· the children will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of materials and media which will enable them to begin to appreciate and understand the many different forms and purposes that creative activity covers  

Operating Policy:
The children will have access to, and the opportunity to handle, equipment covering a variety of techniques and interpretations. They will be encouraged to explore freely by themselves, with peers and with sensitive adult input, in order to extend the knowledge and skills required to make informed choices and develop personal interpretation.

Process:
The programmes of work will be based upon a mixture of general and topic activities.  These will be planned to ensure a broad and varied experience is provided for the children.

The children will have opportunity to explore in an open-ended manner the properties of a wide range of materials and media. Staff will be aware that it is the process and not the end product, which aids creative development. 

Malleable Materials:
· concepts - shape, form, pattern, texture, size, symbolic representation

· skills - hand-eye co-ordination, visual awareness, concentration, social, language, creative, fine manipulative control

· activities – play dough, clay, finger painting,  cornflour mix, sand, water

Collage Materials:
· concepts - design, pattern, texture, shape, size, colour, tone, symbolic representation

· skills - hand-eye co-ordination, concentration, working as part of a team, working as an individual, language
· activities - collage shapes, texture collage, paper collage, paper bag puppets, paper plate faces, kites, hats, snakes, badges, slot and slit shapes, nature garden, junk models
Threading:
· concepts - colour, shape, line, form, size, texture, pattern

· skills - hand-eye co-ordination, fine manipulative control, concentration, creative, language

· activities - threading, weaving, threading cards, threading shapes

Drawing:
· concepts - shade, line, tone, colour, shape, pattern

· skills - fine manipulative control, hand-eye co-ordination, language, use of equipment

· activities - chalk, charcoal, pastels, rubbings, felt-tips, crayons, pencils

Painting:
· concepts - line, tone, pattern, texture, colour, shape, symmetry, symbolic representation, design 

· skills - hand-eye co-ordination, fine manipulative control, language, visual awareness

· activities - liquid and brush painting, car wheel painting, butterfly painting, leaf painting, marbling, bubble blowing, powder paint in shakers onto glue

Printing:
· concepts - texture, pattern, line, shape, colour, tone, size, symbolic representation

· skills - creative, language, hand-eye co-ordination, fine manipulative control, concentration

· activities - hand prints, foot prints, fruit and vegetable prints, roller prints, leaf prints, sponge prints, car rolling, string printing

Music:
· individual free play with musical instruments, group free play with musical instruments, moving/dancing to music, listening to live music, listening to recorded music, discussion of feelings which result from different types of music, singing. Lucy Sparkles- focused lessons with music specialist
Planning, Recording and Assessment:
Topic planning takes place every 4-6 weeks.  The topic planning and activity planning sheets used by the school are laid out to identify each of the areas of The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  This ensures that Expressive Arts and Design are considered whenever a topic or activity is planned. There will always be a creative activity available to the children.

Assessment is carried out through informal observation, interaction with the child, the use of information on record sheets and discussion during staff meetings. Information gathered during the assessment then feeds into the future planning of activities for the child as an individual and the class as a whole. Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school staff and outside agencies as appropriate.

OUTDOOR LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Activities

One class is responsible for the week for putting out the main equipment and then we have a depot of activities that can be planned for each week by each class.  These include:
· taking science to the garden, using magnifying glasses

· measuring rain fall

· using rulers to measure flowers

· dancing with ribbons, scarves, tinsel

· using the balancing beams

· using the beanbags and hoops

· using the zebra crossing

· using the duplo/lego

· using the number cones

· playing hide and seek with seasonal pictures, numbers, shapes, people who help us, transport, clothing etc.

· blowing bubbles

· planting plants and seeds

· watering the plants and flowers

· playing games with the large parachute

· painting the garden with brushes and water

· playing with the balls and bats

· hiding letters and numbers

· playing ball and team games

· using the mini foam rollers and water

· looking for spider webs and insect habitation 

· painting on wallpaper attached to the wall

· doing chalk drawing on the ground and walls
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